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Tommaso Braccini (ed.)

The Classics Today
The Ancients in Contemporary Culture

CLASSICAL WORLD • pp. 316

This surprising book reveals the presence of 
classics in contemporary culture, even in the 
latter’s most popular facets. The Ancients 
are among us... and not only in ruins or mon-
uments. Greeks and Romans appear where 
we least expect them: comics, advertising, 
rock music, television series, cartoons, fash-
ion, video games, social media, as well as po-
etry, novels, cinema, opera, dance, theatre... 
not to mention neologisms and the fascinat-
ing world of fakes. They are everywhere!

Tommaso Braccini teaches Greek Lan-
guage and Literature and Classical Philology 
at the University of Siena. 

by the same author

Lupus in Fabula
pp. 224
ISBN 9788843093519

The Greeks, 
 the Romans 
and… Laughter

pp. 212
ISBN 9788829010424

Adventures and 
Misadventures of 
the Classics

pp. 152 
ISBN 9788829027156

Arabic rights sold Winner of the 2025 edition of the 
Mondello International Literary Prize

Maria Chiara Scappaticcio

Voices of Pompeii
Latin and Literary Culture

CLASSICAL WORLD • pp. 224

Worldwide English and French Rights  
are with the author

This book serves as a guide to interpreting 
the thousands of Latin fragments scattered 
throughout Pompeii. Inscriptions, graffiti, 
and paintings—comprising love dedications, 
electoral propaganda, convivial instructions, 
mythical tales, and unearthed texts—reveal 
the city as a complex social reality, under-
pinned by a rich and multifaceted written 
culture. The urban landscape thus emerges 
as a vibrant cultural venue, deeply connect-
ed to Rome and its great literature, within 
the broader context of the ancient Mediter-
ranean. 

Maria Chiara Scappaticcio teaches Latin 
Language and Literature at the Federico II 
University in Naples.
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Tessa Canella

Helena’s Journey
Women, Power and Devotion in Constantine Time

CLASSICAL WORLD • pp. 268

Empress, innkeeper, saint: Helena’s histori-
cal profile defies easy definition. Sources do 
not allow us to provide conclusive answers 
to the many questions surrounding her fig-
ure, especially whether she should truly be 
credited with finding the True Cross. Draw-
ing upon the scant available data, the book 
defines the contours of a myth, showing 
how Helena’s historical story was shaped by 
the notions of femininity, sanctity, and the 
exercise of power developed over time and 
adopted by her contemporaries.

Tessa Canella teaches History of Christi-
anity at the Sapienza University of Rome.

For too long, the Middle Ages have been nar-
rated solely from a Western viewpoint. This 
new edition, completely revised and updated, 
offers a comprehensive and innovative rein-
terpretation of the Middle Ages by adopting a 
radically Mediterranean perspective. The au-
thors transcend Eurocentric boundaries and 
track the legacy of Roman civilization in all its 
forms: not only in the Latin-Germanic West, 
but also in the Byzantine Empire and the vast 
Islamic world. Addressing crucial phenomena 
such as migration, social transformations, and 
cultural encounters, this book depicts the 
Middle Ages as an elaborate laboratory that 
shaped political, economic, cultural, and reli-
gious themes for the entire Mediterranean 
basin.

Lorenzo Tanzini teaches Medieval History 
at the University of Cagliari.

Francesco Paolo Tocco teaches Medieval 
History at the University of Messina.

Lorenzo Tanzini & Francesco Paolo Tocco

The Middle Ages in the 
Mediterranean Sea
A Thousand Years Between East and West

HISTORY • pp. 460

N
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PREVIOUS EDITION SOLD  

MORE THAN 3.000 COPIES

related titles

Giovanna Fiume

Privateering
in the Mediterranean

pp. 304
ISBN 9788829029112 Worldwide Spanish Rights sold
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Leonardo Rapone (ed.)

The European Right  
in the 20th Century
Legacies and Variations

HISTORY • pp. 252

The European political landscape is undergoing 
a profound transformation: across the conti-
nent, new right-wing movements are emerging 
and breaking with the past. These forces stand 
in stark contrast both to traditional moderate 
and conservative parties and to the extremist 
factions that emerged after the Second World 
War. Through an analysis of various national 
contexts, this book explores this collection of 
movements, highlighting their local specificities 
and, at the same time, the strong transnation-
al ties that unite them within a shared frame-
work. The author provides an essential contri-
bution to understanding the development of 
a phenomenon that is radically redefining the 
continent’s democratic balance.

Leonardo Rapone formerly taught Contem-
porary History at the Tuscia University in Vit-
erbo and heads the journal “Studi Storici” and 
the 1910–1926 Writings section of Italy’s Na-
tional Edition of Antonio Gramsci’s Writings. 

by the same author

Five Years That Feel 
like Centuries: Antonio 
Gramsci From Socialism to 
Communism 
(1914-1919)

pp. 424
ISBN 9788843060900
Portuguese (Brazil) and Spanish (Argentina) rights sold

A mosaic of peoples, languages and tradi-
tions, the Caucasus has for millennia been 
the turbulent bridge between the Near East 
and the Eurasian steppes. Following two 
centuries of Soviet hegemony and the en-
suing forced unity, this region has once again 
become a “frontier” zone. Today, caught be-
tween the legacy of the past and new geo-
political ambitions, the Caucasus remains a 
crucial crossroads affecting the fate of the 
contemporary world. This book—in a new, 
expanded, and updated edition—traces the 
historical events that have shaped this region 
from antiquity to the present day, thus pro-
viding essential insights into one of the most 
significant areas of the international scene. 

Aldo Ferrari teaches Armenian, Cauca-
sian, Mongolian and Turkic Studies at the Ca’ 
Foscari University in Venice, where he also 
coordinates the Politics and International 
Relations Observatory.

Aldo Ferrari

History of the Caucasus
A Eurasian Frontier from Antiquity to the Present Day

HISTORY • pp. 260

related titles

Lorenzo Pubblici

A History of the Mongols: From 
the Steppes to an Empire  
(13th-15th Centuries)

pp. 368
ISBN 9788829020591

Lorenzo Pubblici

Kievan Rus’: At the 
Medieval Crossroads of 
Europe and Asia

pp. 204
ISBN 9788829030439
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Established by papal decree in 1555—and 
abolished only with the unification of Italy in 
1870—for over three centuries the Rome 
ghetto represented the most tangible sym-
bol of the conditions imposed on the Jewish 
community by the Papal State. The ghetto’s 
history is a tale of resistance and adapta-
tion. The author masterfully describes this 
complex and multi-layered history: from 
the pain of segregation to the brief surge of 
liberty in 1798 during the Jacobin Republic, 
to the definitive achievement of freedom 
with the closure of the ghetto in a city that 
had become Italy’s capital. It is the story of 
a community that, in the very heart of the 
Pope’s city, knew how to resist, adjust, and 
tenaciously defend its religious and cultural 
identity.

Serena Di Nepi teaches Modern History 
at the Sapienza University of Rome.

Serena Di Nepi

The Rome Ghetto
History of a Jewish Community

HISTORY • pp. 172

related titles

Giancarlo 
Lacerenza

The Jews in  
Ancient Italy

pp. 376
ISBN 9788829030170

Giacomo 
Todeschini

The Jews in 
Medieval Italy

pp. 268
ISBN 9788843090808

Marina  
Caffiero

History of the Jews 
in Modern Italy

pp. 256 
ISBN 9788843074129

Emanuela Locci

After Atatürk
A Political History of Türkiye (1938-1980)

HISTORY • pp. 224

This book reconstructs the history of Türki-
ye between 1938 and 1980, highlighting the 
most significant historical events and the bi-
ographies of its protagonists. The author of-
fers a clear overview of the country’s many 
political transitions: from the one-party sys-
tem to a multi-party system, from neutrality 
in World War II to its strategic role during 
the Cold War, and finally to the coups d’état 
between 1960 and 1980.

Emanuela Locci is a research fellow in 
Contemporary History at the University of 
Turin.
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Michele Colucci

Giuseppe Di Vittorio
A Citizen of the World Between Trade Unions  
and Internationalism

HISTORY • pp. 280

One of the most emblematic figures of the 
20th century, Giuseppe Di Vittorio embod-
ies the combination of social commitment, 
political passion, and international vision. His 
life spans the great transformations of the 
century: from his militancy as a day labourer 
to revolutionary trade unionism, from the 
discovery of communism to the exile im-
posed on him by the fascist regime, up to 
his decisive role in rebuilding the trade un-
ion movement in Italy and worldwide. The 
author retraces his human and political jour-
ney, placing for the first time Di Vittorio’s 
penchant for internationalism at the centre 
of the story: a legendary and fascinating life, 
marked by a desire for redemption, in which 
social struggles are placed in a global per-
spective.

Michele Colucci is a senior researcher at 
the Italian National Research Council’s – In-
stitute for Mediterranean Studies.

Alexander the Great’s siege of Tyre in 332 
BCE was a wartime event destined to be-
come a model for military history. With a 
stroke of genius worthy of an epic, Alexan-
der managed to tame the sea, transform-
ing it into dry land: he built a pier to reach 
the island of Tyre, the rich Phoenician city 
that no army had previously managed to 
conquer. This book guides readers through 
the siege that—by combining engineering 
genius, military ferocity, a spirit of revenge, 
and religious propaganda—etched the very 
model of the perfect war into history and 
military memory.

Omar Coloru teaches Greek History at 
the University of Bari.

Omar Coloru

The Siege of Tyre (332 BCE)
Alexander the Great’s Epic Feat

HISTORY’S GREATEST SIEGES • pp. 116
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Paolo Grillo

The Siege of Milan (1162)
The Triumph of Barbarossa

HISTORY’S GREATEST SIEGES • pp. 176

In 1176, in Legnano, the League of Lombard 
Communes decisively halted the military as-
sault with which Emperor Frederick I Bar-
barossa was attempting to subdue northern 
Italy. However, the victors still cherished the 
memory of 1162, when imperial troops 
besieged Milan, razed it to the ground, and 
deported its population, thus striking at the 
city in its thriving businesses and its proud 
municipal freedom. The author recon-
structs the political and military events of 
Barbarossa’s ephemeral triumph, paying par-
ticular attention to the plight of the civilian 
population, both perpetrator and victim of 
a merciless war.

Paolo Grillo teaches History of Medieval 
Italy at the University of Milan.

Between 773 and 774 CE, the final chapter 
of the Lombard kingdom unfolded beneath 
the walls of Pavia. The siege laid by Char-
lemagne against King Desiderius was not 
merely a military event, but also a decisive 
turning point that brought an end to a po-
litical era spanning two centuries and shift-
ed the centre of power in Italy towards the 
heart of the Carolingian Empire. In this rig-
orous and compelling narrative, the author 
reconstructs the drama of those months, 
sheds light on its many protagonists, and 
analyses the consequences of a defeat that 
redefined the identity of the Italian penin-
sula. 

Stefano Gasparri is professor emeritus of 
Medieval History at the Ca’ Foscari Univer-
sity in Venice.

Stefano Gasparri

The Siege of Pavia (773-774)
Charlemagne’s Conquest of the Lombard Kingdom

HISTORY’S GREATEST SIEGES • pp. 152
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Antonio Musarra

The Siege of Jerusalem (1099)
The Crusaders’ Conquest of the Holy City

HISTORY’S GREATEST SIEGES • pp. 188

In recounting the events of the First Cru-
sade, this book leads readers to the heart 
of the 1099 siege of Jerusalem—amidst 
breaching towers, war machines, and mil-
itary strategies, right up to the final con-
quest. Beyond the dust and the blood, the 
Holy City reveals another story: that of a 
contested place, steeped in memories and 
ambitions, caught between faith and power. 
In addition to a military chronicle, the au-
thor offers readers a glimpse of Jerusalem, 
a stage for dreams and conquests that still 
inflame history.

Antonio Musarra teaches Medieval Histo-
ry at the Sapienza University in Rome.

by the same author

Between Heaven and 
Earth: Jerusalem and the 
West in the Middle Ages

pp. 296
ISBN 9788829022168

The volume has a unique, one might say 
“Tolkienian” origin, thanks to the co-pres-
ence of authors from diverse backgrounds, 
who share an admiration for the English 
writer. The result is a highly original collec-
tion of essays, both for its previously un-
published reflections on Tolkien’s success in 
Russia and Eastern Europe, and its analysis 
of the influence of The Lord of the Rings on 
fantasy, science fiction, comics, and cinema. 
The contributions range from the relation-
ship between the Celtic saga and classical 
historiography to the comparison with me-
dieval love poetry, Tolkien’s languages, and 
the work’s reception in Italy following its 
translations in various countries.

Arnaldo Marcone teaches Roman History 
at Roma Tre University in Rome.

Arnaldo Marcone (ed.)

Tolkien and The Lord of the Rings
The Controversies Surrounding an Author and his Work

LITERATURE • pp. 152
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Elena Guerzoni

Our Roots and Wings
Grandparents and Kids in Children’s Literature

LITERATURE • pp. 224

The author explores representations of 
childhood and old age through some of 
the most beautiful passages in children’s lit-
erature, both classic and contemporary. In 
particular, she explores the relationship be-
tween children and grandparents, a unique 
and essential intergenerational bond. The 
volume is a valuable resource for scholars, 
teachers, educators, and, more generally, the 
wider reading public.

Elena Guerzoni holds a PhD in Pedagog-
ical Sciences and conducts research at the 
Research Centre in Children’s Literature at 
the University of Bologna.

For ninety years, Dario Fo has shaped Italian 
history with the dedication of a man who 
works “for eternity”, but also with the ac-
tive, insightful participation of someone 
who lives on a day-to-day basis. With the 
sophistication of a historian, the curiosity of 
an anthropologist, and the irony of a brilliant 
comedian, he revealed the profoundly hu-
man and political nature of Italian and Eu-
ropean popular culture. This book outlines 
Fo’s artistic and human legacy, offering a vivid 
portrait of a Nobel Prize winner who trans-
formed the stage into a space of freedom.

Mariateresa Pizza teaches History of The-
atre and Performing Arts at the University 
of Perugia.

Mariateresa Pizza

Dario Fo

LITERATURE • pp. 128

in the same series

Alberto Scandola

Sophia Loren
pp. 128
ISBN 9788829033409

ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
AFTER HIS BIRTH & TEN 

YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH



Italo Svevo’s contributions to literature were not limited to his 
great novels. Even in his love letters, fables, comedies, and critical 
essays, his sharp, ironic and profoundly modern voice emerges. 
This book explores his entire output as a unique, almost encyclo-
paedic corpus, including profound reflections on life and death, 
conjugal love and adultery, art that transfigures science, pain and 
the salvation provided by the art of laughter. Special attention is 
devoted to a little-known essay on universal peace that reveals 
an unexpected side of the writer: no longer just the disengaged 
and “apolitical” intellectual as critics have long portrayed him, but 
an author capable of lucid and surprising civic thought.

Alberto Cavaglion, a historian and essayist, teaches History of 
Judaism at the University of Florence.

Alberto Cavaglion

Reading Svevo

LITERATURE • pp. 112

The first Italian woman to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature, 
Grazia Deledda was able to convey, like few others, the intensity 
of feelings and the strength of destiny. From her early, less de-
veloped works to her mature novels, the book addresses her 
entire oeuvre, offers a vivid portrait of an author guided by a 
profound vocation for writing, and outlines the development of 
a poetics in which individual experience leads to an intense and 
participatory representation of the human condition.

Monica Cristina Storini teaches Italian Literature at the Sapi-
enza University of Rome.

LITERATURE • pp. 144

Monica Cristina Storini 

Reading Deledda
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A writer who is both loved and hated, yet impossible to 
ignore, Louis-Ferdinand Céline occupies a central and con-
troversial place in 20th-century literature. This book offers 
a concise yet thorough introduction to his work, enabling 
the reader to get acquainted with the innovative power of 
his writing alongside the shadows cast across his career. Af-
ter addressing key issues of poetics, the author reviews the 
distinct phases of Céline’s output, from Journey to the End 
of the Night to the German trilogy, including his anti-Semit-
ic pamphlets and the unpublished works that resurfaced in 
2021. This text provides a clear-eyed portrait of the legacy 
of a literary giant, free of filters or prejudice. 

Iacopo Leoni teaches French Literature at the University 
of Pisa. LITERATURE • pp. 144

Iacopo Leoni

Reading Céline

The story of Alba de Céspedes is, in many ways, emblematic 
of what happened to many Italian women writers in the 20th 
century. An internationally successful author between the 1930s 
and 1960s, she was then ignored for decades by historians bur-
dened by gender bias. Only at the beginning of the new millen-
nium was she belatedly re-evaluated. This book’s author offers 
readers a novel critical profile of a writer whose voice, re-read 
today and finally receiving deserved recognition, removes the 
dusty provincialism that often afflicted 20th-century Italian lit-
erature.

Annalisa Andreoni teaches Italian Literature at the Uni-
versity of Pisa.

Annalisa Andreoni

Reading Céspedes

LITERATURE • pp. 136



2322 Carocci            editoreCarocci            editore22 Carocci            editore

Andrea Bernardelli

True Crime

LITERATURE • pp. 144

Why are we so magnetically drawn to true 
crime stories? From the great classics of lit-
erature to hit podcasts, from Netflix docu-
series to high-profile cases that dominate 
public debate, true crime has become one of 
the most pervasive genres in contemporary 
culture. This book explores its origins and 
evolution, analysing how the documentary 
reconstruction of real crimes—from inves-
tigative methods to criminals’ psychological 
motivations—transforms tragedy into a so-
phisticated consumer product. Adopting a 
multidisciplinary approach, the author also 
examines the boundaries between informa-
tion and entertainment, addressing crucial 
issues such as the ethics of representation, 
the desire for justice, and the impact of true 
crime narratives on our perception of reality.

Andrea Bernardelli teaches Narrative 
Theory and Semiotics at the University of 
Ferrara.

by the same author

A Concise Dictionary 
 of Narratology

pp. 136
ISBN 9788829027255

Netflix—a major platform of the streaming 
era—offers an exemplary case study of the 
epochal changes that have redefined audio-
visual content in the 21st century. The au-
thor’s analysis of the production, distribution, 
and consumption processes of platforms like 
Netflix demonstrates how traditional media 
models have been completely transformed. 
We have entered a new digital ecosystem 
governed by algorithms, subscriptions, and 
strictly data-driven logics. This book does 
not simply offer the history of a company, 
but an indispensable guide to understanding 
the metamorphosis of the entire contempo-
rary cultural industry and the new dynamics 
of power, creativity, and participation that 
define the era of streaming culture.

Valentina Re teaches Cinema, Television 
and Digital Media at “L’Orientale” University 
of Naples.

Valentina Re

Netflix
Audiovisual Contents in the 21st Century

CINEMA • pp. 132
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Sara Martin

Cinema and Fashion

CINEMA • pp. 112

Fashion and cinema are not isolated worlds, 
but universes that feed off one another. This 
book explores their deep-rooted connec-
tion, tracing it from its historical origins to 
contemporary influences. Through an ex-
amination of film costumes, collaborations 
between fashion designers and the audiovis-
ual industry, and the latest production and 
curatorial practices of fashion houses, the 
author investigates the role of fashion as a 
narrative, cultural and symbolic device and 
highlights how fashion and cinema are two 
interrelated systems, capable of influencing 
processes of representation, identity and 
collective memory. 

Sara Martin teaches Performing, Musical, 
Cinema and Media Arts at the University of 
Parma.

Filippo Coarelli

Lost Contexts
Archaeology, Epigraphy, Art History

ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 208

The tomb of Servius Tullius, the Portland 
Vase, a portrait from Delphi: taking as his 
starting point an object, a topographical puz-
zle or an inscription, the author conducts in-
depth investigations across various contexts 
of the ancient world, ranging from Greece 
and Rome to the Garden of Bomarzo. With 
a precise, deductive approach, this book ex-
plains how an array of disciplines is essential 
for deciphering fragmentary evidence. Nu-
merous images and floor plans guide read-
ers on this fascinating journey into the past. 

Filippo Coarelli is professor emeritus of 
Roman Antiquities at the University of Pe-
rugia and a member of Italy’s Accademia Na-
zionale dei Lincei.
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This book is a collection of Paolo Matthiae’s 
important shorter works, published be-
tween 1986 and 2020, which remain highly 
relevant today. The essays range from the 
sensational discovery of Ebla to analyses of 
key figures and issues in Near Eastern ar-
chaeology: studies on Solomon’s Temple in 
Jerusalem, investigations into the figure of 
the Assyrian ruler, and ethical reflections on 
cultural heritage. The book also features a 
wealth of illustrations, including colour imag-
es, showcasing evocative monuments of the 
Near East. 

Paolo Matthiae is professor emeritus of 
Archaeology at the Sapienza University in 
Rome and a member of Italy’s Accademia 
Nazionale dei Lincei. Since discovering the 
Ebla site in Syria, he has headed 47 excava-
tion campaigns from 1964 to 2010. 

Paolo Matthiae

Ebla and the Ancient Near East
Archaeology and Its History, Ethics and Methodology

ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 300

Hieroglyphic writing is perhaps the type of 
communication that more than any other 
has fascinated–and continues to enchant–
everyone who has come into contact with it, 
not only due to its enigmatic nature, but also 
because it is inextricably linked to the rich 
culture of ancient Egypt. This concise book 
traces hieroglyphs’ long historical journey, 
explains how they work, and offers a broad 
comparative overview of other ancient 
Egyptian scripts and early writing systems. 
The author provides an excellent overview 
of how to decipher the past and how the 
legacy of these ancient symbols continues to 
affect the present in unexpected ways. 

Alessandro Piccolo is a subject specialist 
in Egyptology and Coptic Civilisation at the 
Sapienza University in Rome.

Alessandro Piccolo

Hieroglyphs

ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 144



“The sites of archaeology”
Series edited by Andrea Augenti, Daniele Manacorda and Giuliano Volpe

• G. Zuchtriegel 
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	 pp. 144 · German rights sold
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	 pp. 140

• C. Pavolini 
	 Ostia antica
	 pp. 148
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	 Imperial Rome
	 pp. 176
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Hadrian’s Villa represents one of the highest expressions of 
Roman architecture, a laboratory in which technical experi-
mentation and formal invention merged to the point that it 
became a reference model for the history of architecture and 
a lasting source of inspiration for Western culture. This book 
reconstructs the history, form, and legacy of this extraordinary 
structure, from its origins to its Renaissance rediscovery, up 
to its current status as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. With 
plain, rigorous language and featuring numerous layouts and 
images, the author guides readers through theatres, baths, and 
monumental gardens to rediscover the meaning of a unique 
place, a reflection of the cultured and eclectic personality of 
Emperor Hadrian.

Adalberto Ottati teaches Archaeology at the Pablo de Ola-
vide University in Seville. ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 176

Adalberto Ottati

Hadrian’s Villa

From the Hellenistic period to the Arab conquest, Jerusalem’s 
face has changed countless times. The city has been shaped 
by empires, religions, and cultures. This book explores its 
complex urban and architectural development by combining 
archaeological data with written sources. It offers readers in-
terested in the history of the Middle East a clear, well-doc-
umented profile of a unique city, whose transition from the 
classical age to late antiquity is still visible in its streets and 
neighbourhoods.

Antonio Dell’Acqua teaches Roman Archaeology at the 
University of Udine and directs the Italian archaeological mis-
sion at the Nymphaeum of Jerash.

Antonio Dell’Acqua

Jerusalem

ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 116
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in the same series

• G. Bietti | Schubert: Sinfonia “Incompiuta”

• F. Scipioni | Puccini: La bohème 

• Quinte Parallele | Bach: Concerti Brandeburghesi

• G. Bietti | Beethoven: Grande Fuga

• A. M. Banti | The Beatles: Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely

• G. Bietti | Mozart: The Final Three Symphonies

• A. Bologni | Vivaldi: The Four Seasons

• F. Scipioni | Rossini: Il barbiere di Siviglia

First performed in December 1808, the 
Sixth Symphony, Op. 68, which Beethoven 
himself titled “Pastoral”, is one of the Ger-
man composer’s great orchestral master-
pieces. Not only is it the most serene and 
contemplative of his nine symphonies, but it 
is also the only one with a descriptive tone, 
the only one to which Beethoven wanted to 
give an explicitly extramusical character. In 
fact, he gave each movement a title intended 
to evoke specific sensations and memories 
of “country life.” In a fluid and accessible style 
featuring audio samples, the author exam-
ines the symphony’s technical characteristics 
and its historical and artistic context, ena-
bling readers to fully enjoy a unique work.

Giovanni Bietti is considered one of Ita-
ly’s finest music communicators and is one 
of the main authors of the “Music Lessons” 
programme airing on Italian public radio.

Giovanni Bietti

Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony: 
“Pastoral”

INTO THE MUSIC • pp. 144
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Aby Warburg’s Atlas of Images is one of 
the most fascinating works of 20th centu-
ry thought. The final, ambitious project of 
a great cultural historian, the Atlas was in-
itially conceived as an attempt to explore 
the profound connection between images 
and words, demonstrating how forms of 
human expression reach far beyond verbal 
language. This edition features original pho-
tographs from the Atlas’s latest exhibition, 
accompanied by a clear, in-depth commen-
tary that, for the first time, guides readers 
through the logic behind the arrangement 
of the approximately 2,000 images: a valu-
able tool for understanding a work that re-
mains a fascinating enigma and an inexhaust-
ible laboratory of ideas.

Aby Warburg (1866-1929) was one of the 
most influential cultural historians of the 20th 
century.

Aby Warburg

The Atlas of Images
Annotated and edited  
by Maurizio Ghelardi and Monica Centanni

HISTORY OF THOUGHT • pp. 260
Richly illustrated

Format 19x27
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Marcello Mustè

Gramsci’s Thought

HISTORY OF THOUGHT • pp. 260

Exploiting new documentary sources and 
an innovative philological method, the au-
thor presents an intellectual biography of 
Gramsci, offering an original interpretation 
of his entire body of work, from his early 
formative years to the final observations of 
his Prison Notebooks. The Gramsci who 
emerges from this analysis is quite different 
from the exclusively “national” thinker to 
whom we are accustomed. The keen atten-
tion he paid to the global changes of his time 
and to historical and political interdepend-
ence highlights the strong link between his 
theoretical project—namely, the philosophy 
of praxis—and the concept of hegemony, 
thereby underscoring his deserved status as 
a great classic of 20th-century political and 
philosophical thought.

Marcello Mustè teaches Theoretical Phi-
losophy at the Sapienza University in Rome 
and is a member of the scientific boards of 
the Gramsci Foundation and Italy’s National 
Edition of Antonio Gramsci’s Writings.

Defining Kabbalah is a complex task: behind 
this term lies a vast landscape of doctrinal 
speculation, liturgical practices and spiritual 
structures that defy any single, unambigu-
ous definition. To help readers navigate this 
intricate system, the author offers a precise 
guide that avoids occultist tendencies and 
superficial simplifications. An analysis of pri-
mary sources and recent scholarly literature 
allows this book to unravel the complexities 
of millennia-old traditions and contextualise 
themes and archetypes within their original 
settings. Special emphasis is placed on the 
Kabbalists and the Christian offshoots of 
Jewish doctrine that have enriched Europe’s 
identity throughout the modern and con-
temporary eras. 

Fabrizio Lelli teaches Hebrew Language 
and Literature at the Sapienza University in 
Rome.

Fabrizio Lelli

Kabbalah
A Secret Tradition from Its Jewish Origins  
to the Present Day

HISTORY OF THOUGHT • pp. 180
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Lorenzo Vinciguerra

Spinoza

HISTORY OF THOUGHT • pp. 274

Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) was never a 
mainstream thinker, but rather a disruptive 
figure who left his mark on critical junc-
tures in Western thought. His philosophy, in 
fact, engaged with the era’s Cartesian ideas, 
nourished the roots of Romanticism, and of-
fered a valuable critical insight to Marxism. 
In this new edition, fully revised and updat-
ed with the key international studies, one of 
the philosopher’s leading scholars offers a 
comprehensive and straightforward analysis 
of Spinoza’s principles, inviting readers to ex-
plore a conceptual framework that has lost 
nothing of its ageless wisdom.

Lorenzo Vinciguerra is a full professor of 
Moral Philosophy at the University of Bolo-
gna. He directs the International Centre for 
Spinozan Studies Sive Natura.
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The author explores human evolution and, 
using a philosophical perspective, investi-
gates the meaning of recent discoveries in 
palaeoanthropology, archaeology, and ge-
netics. With a rigorous yet straightforward 
approach, he guides readers through the 
science of our origins, where the object and 
subject of research reflect and evolve togeth-
er. Addressing the emergence of bipedalism, 
language, large brains, and technical and sym-
bolic behaviour, the book offers an updated 
and lucid overview of our species’ complex 
identity and the unknowns of our future.

Andrea Parravicini holds a PhD in Theoret-
ical Philosophy from the University of Milan.

Andrea Parravicini

Homo Sapiens in the Mirror
Human Evolution Amidst Science and Philosophy 

With a preface by Telmo Pievani

SCIENCE • pp. 416
Worldwide English Rights with the author



3736 Carocci            editoreCarocci            editore

David Baracchi

Animal Intelligence

SCIENCE • pp. 192

This clear and engaging essay, scientifically 
rigorous yet accessible to all, was written for 
curious and attentive readers. Using surpris-
ing and up-to-date examples and adopting 
a strong evolutionary perspective, this book 
guides readers on a journey of discovery 
through the many forms of the animal mind: 
perception, learning, memory, numbers, 
space and time, tool use, emotions, and 
consciousness. This enthralling and nuanced 
text explores the intricate relationship link-
ing mind, brain, and behaviour. 

David Baracchi teaches Zoology and Ethol-
ogy at the University of Florence, where he 
also heads the Cognitive and Behavioural 
Ecology Laboratory.

Oceans influence Earth’s climate, provide us 
with food and raw materials, and produce 
the oxygen we breathe. Simply put, our life 
is intricately linked to the seas. But in just 
150 years, human activity has changed the 
seas like never before. What will be their 
destiny? What future awaits us? What will 
we eat in 2050? Combining history, science, 
and current events, the author reviews four 
billion years of marine history in an engag-
ing journey that, through ice ages, ancient 
civilizations, scientific discoveries and explo-
rations, stretches to the present day. The 
journey helps us understand how much we 
have lost, how future scenarios may play out, 
but also how much we can still save of our 
beautiful blue planet.

Roberto Danovaro teaches Marine Bi-
ology at the Polytechnic University of the 
Marche and is president of the Italian World 
Wildlife Council’s Scientific Board.

Roberto Danovaro

The Future Oceans
How Seas Have Changed and How They Will Transform 
Our Lives

SCIENCE • pp. 144

related title

Roberto Buizza

Weather and Climate:
To Know Is to Predict

pp. 258
ISBN 9788829030415
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Margherita Venturi & Vincenzo Balzani

Renewable Energy Sources  
for a Sustainable Future

SCIENCE • pp. 152

The illusion of a definitive energy solution, 
relying on fossil fuels and nuclear power, has 
collided with a reality marked by environ-
mental crises, health risks, and geopolitical 
tensions. Today, the transition to solar, wind 
and hydro power is not only an ecological 
necessity, but also the only strategy for re-
ducing global inequalities. This book outlines 
the evolution of humanity’s relationship with 
energy and explains how technical expertise 
can guide us towards a future in harmony 
with the ecosystem, without ignoring the 
material challenges posed by the planet’s fi-
nite resources. 

Margherita Venturi is a science popular-
iser, especially in the field of environmental 
and energy sustainability. 

Vincenzo Balzani conducts scientific re-
search, is a member of Italy’s Accademia Na-
zionale dei Lincei, and is intensely engaged 
in communication initiatives concerning the 
relationship between science and society. 

Over the last few decades, cannabis has 
made a momentous leap: from an icon of 
counterculture and a fulcrum of the debate 
on its recreational use, it has firmly estab-
lished itself as one of the most interesting 
resources in contemporary pharmacology. 
Once just a means of “getting high”, it is 
now a topic of serious-minded investigation 
due to its multiple biological and therapeu-
tic benefits. The author leads readers on an 
enlightening journey that combines rigorous 
science, millennia-old history, and personal 
anecdotes, thus revealing the true secrets of 
this “mind-blowing” plant. Special emphasis 
is placed on its active ingredients, the noto-
rious cannabinoids, and their complex but 
crucial mechanism of action.

Livio Luongo teaches Pharmacology at the 
Luigi Vanvitelli University of Campania.

Livio Luongo

Cannabis

SCIENCE • pp. 144
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Marcello Frixione & Daniele Porello

Algorithms

SCIENCE • pp. 132

The concept of algorithm now goes beyond 
the strictly mathematical realm and inter-
acts with the fabric of science, culture, and 
everyday life, right up to the most recent tri-
umphs of artificial intelligence. Yet its history 
significantly predates the technologies that 
make it ubiquitous today. This book traces 
the evolution of algorithms with clarity and 
rigor, from those that can still be executed 
with pencil and paper, through those that 
laid the foundations of computer science, to 
the sophisticated models that feed artificial 
intelligence. The author provides a guide to 
the origins and development of a concept 
that has become fundamental in contempo-
rary scientific research.

Marcello Frixione teaches Philosophy of 
Mind, and Philosophy and Artificial Intelli-
gence at the University of Genoa.

Daniele Porello teaches Logic, and Philos-
ophy and Artificial Intelligence at the Uni-
versity of Genoa.

What if paradoxes are not mistakes, but 
rather opportunities to rethink reality? 
This book explores the dilemmas that have 
shaped physics and astrophysics: Zeno’s mo-
tion conundrums, the quantum oddities of 
Schrödinger’s cat, Einstein’s distortions of 
space-time, and the mysteries of black holes. 
With rigour, yet without excessive formal-
ism, the authors place each logical challenge 
in its historical context, thus offering an ac-
count of human knowledge in which discov-
ery arises from uncertainty.

Massimo Capaccioli, an internationally 
renowned astrophysicist, has taught at the 
University of Padova and the Federico II 
University in Naples. 

Antonino Del Popolo teaches Astrophys-
ics at the University of Catania.

Massimo Capaccioli & Antonino Del Popolo

Brain Teasers for Geniuses
Science and Its Paradoxes

SCIENCE • pp. 160
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Laura Ferreri & Carlotta Lega

The Musical Brain
A Psychological and Neuroscientific Journey

PSYCHOLOGY • pp. 236

What happens in our brains when we listen 
to or make music? Why does music make us 
dance, feel emotions, or access memories? 
Can we use it to feel better? With scientific 
rigour and plain language, two neuroscien-
tists lead readers on a fascinating journey 
through psychology and neuroscience to 
discover the cognitive mechanisms and neu-
ral bases that make music a fundamental 
component of our existence.

Laura Ferreri is a cognitive neuroscientist 
and teaches Psychology and Neuroscience 
of Music at the University of Pavia.

Carlotta Lega is a researcher in Cognitive 
Neuroscience and teaches Psychology and 
Neuroscience of Music at the University of 
Pavia.

related title

Mirella Manfredi

The Laughing Brain:  
The Neuroscience of Humour

pp. 112
ISBN 9788829027958

Prejudices and stereotypes are widespread 
and persistent phenomena in social rela-
tions. But how do they arise? Are they syn-
onymous with racism? What tools can be 
used to fight them? This book addresses 
these issues from a psychosocial perspec-
tive, offering not only an up-to-date over-
view of psychological theories and research 
but also possible avenues for change. Along-
side classic models and recent contributions, 
this third edition includes an in-depth explo-
ration of social exclusion, ostracism, and re-
jection, and pays particular attention to the 
role of education in countering prejudice. 
The author offers a wide-ranging overview 
to broaden readers’ outlooks on the social 
challenges of the modern world.

Paola Villano teaches Social Psychology at 
the University of Bologna.

Paola Villano

Prejudice and Stereotypes

PSYCHOLOGY • pp. 128



Often dismissed as a bastion of mere superstition, the world 
of magic has often played an unexpected role in the history 
of civilisation. The author tracks its history through twenty 
emblematic objects, found in various museums and even in 
a pub. Weaving its way through evil spells, divination, pow-
ers of demons and ways to restrain them, the use of bodies, 
and strategies to defend oneself from occult forces, this book 
leads readers on a journey through the art of magic, originat-
ing in the Mediterranean and then spreading to civilisations 
around the world.

Marina Montesano teaches Medieval History at the Uni-
versity of Siena and is a fellow at the Harvard University 
Center for Italian Renaissance Studies-Villa I Tatti in Florence.

Contemporary society is accustomed to viewing the ancient 
Romans with respectful deference and emphasising the simi-
larities rather than the differences between their culture and 
ours. Here, then, are twenty concise stories that reveal unex-
pected, surprising, even repugnant aspects of Roman culture: 
women forced to kiss all their male relatives on the mouth; the 
belief that men were born from trees; the goddess of brooms; 
monsters inhabiting the far reaches of the world. The author 
offers a multi-faceted portrait that turns oddities into a privi-
leged key to understanding Roman culture. Striking or astonish-
ing tales can trigger readers’ fascination and urge to learn more.

Mario Lentano teaches Latin Language and Literature at the 
University of Siena.

Caterina Di Paolo is an illustrator, graphic editorial coordi-
nator and art director.

Classical World · pp. 126 · Richly illustrated

Mario Lentano

Unexpected Romans
Weird Tales for Curious Minds

Marina Montesano

Ars Magica
A History in 20 Objects

Medieval History · pp. 180 · Richly illustrated

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS FR

O
M

 O
U

R
 R

ECEN
T B

A
CK

LIST

44 Carocci            editore

With original color illustrations 
by Caterina Di Paolo

Medieval History pp. 220

Between the vast plains of Eastern Europe and the Asian 
steppes, Kievan Rus’ was the mirror of a unique civilisation. 
A crossroads of cultures, this complex group of principalities, 
which acknowledged the political and moral supremacy of 
Kiev, was able to blend the influences of Slavic, Scandinavian, 
Byzantine, and nomadic peoples. As the author argues, it was 
a composite and dynamic society – which linked Europe and 
Asia in the 10th-13th centuries – and a precursor of identi-
ties that continue to define Eastern Europe today.

Lorenzo Pubblici teaches History and Cultures of Pre-
modern Central Asia and History of the Steppe Nomads at 
the Orientale University in Naples.

Medieval History pp. 204

Lorenzo Pubblici

Kievan Rus’
At the Medieval Crossroads of Europe and Asia

In the Middle Ages, the relationship between society and na-
ture underwent an incessant process of redefinition. Indeed, 
environmental transformations brought about by the actions 
of human beings influenced the development of communities 
and the perception of nature. By interweaving environmental 
history, the history of science and philosophy, and social history, 
this book explains how the idea of nature changed in the Middle 
Ages as the economic, technical, and scientific context shifted, 
i.e., as the relationships between society and the environment 
evolved.

Michele Campopiano teaches Medieval History at the Uni-
versity of Catania.

Michele Campopiano

A History of the Environment in the Middle Ages
Nature, Society, Culture
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In 1859, near ancient Thebes (now Luxor), one of the greatest treas-
ures of ancient Egypt was discovered. The cache belonged to a cou-
rageous queen named Ahhotep, who lived around 1550 BCE, a par-
ticularly dark period in Egyptian history, dominated in the north by the 
fearsome Hyksos. The tale of this discovery is intertwined with that 
of the father of Egyptian archaeology, Auguste Mariette. This book 
provides a reconstruction, still partly shrouded in mystery, that leads 
readers into the adventurous and romantic atmosphere of the early 
discoveries in the 19th century, explains the emergence of the taste 
for Egyptian antiquities, and reveals the political scheming that shaped 
ancient Egypt, which featured maternal devotion, incest, betrayal, 
wars, and natural disasters.

Gianluca Miniaci teaches Ancient Egyptian Archaeology, Language 
and History at the University of Pisa and co-directs the Zawyet Sultan 
archaeological mission (near Minya) and the Dra Abu el-Naga excavations 
(near Luxor). He has worked for major international institutions, including 
the British Museum.

Between the 16th and the 19th centuries, the Mediterranean 
was plagued by piracy and privateering, pitting Christian and 
Muslim states against each other. The clashes were driven by 
military, economic and religious factors. They also encouraged 
a lucrative market linked to the ransom of slaves captured by 
both sides, many of whom, in order to escape drudgery and 
violence, went so far as to renounce their faith. Their stories 
and those of their tormentors allow this book’s readers to visit 
a tumultuous Mediterranean – a crossroads of peoples, cul-
tures and destinies where the struggle for freedom was en-
tangled with the era’s drama and contradictions.

Giovanna Fiume formerly taught Modern History at the 
University of Palermo. 

Modern And Contemporary History · pp. 260 · Worldwide Spanish Rights Sold

Giovanna Fiume

Privateering in the Mediterranean
Tales of Slaves, Pirates and Renegades in the Modern Era

Gianluca Miniaci

Queen Ahhotep’s Lost Treasure
A Woman Ruling Over Ancient Egypt

Archaeology · pp. 176  
Richly illustrated 
Worldwide Spanish Rights Sold
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Striking a balance between philological rigour and popular 
taste, this book thoroughly explores Shangri-La: a fictional 
place described in James Hilton’s 1933 novel “Lost Horizon”. 
The authors return to the myth’s origins and its literary con-
secration in Hilton’s novel. They then examine its iconogra-
phy; its radio, film and television renderings; and the comic 
strips, music, role-playing games and everything else inspired 
by this fascinating utopia.

Alberto Becattini is a respected expert on cartoons and 
comics.

Marco Ciardi teaches History of Science and Techniques 
at the University of Florence.

Literature And Art · pp. 144

Alberto Becattini & Marco Ciardi

Shangri-La
Myth, History, Art and Literature

No one could have expected that in 1965 California would 
give rise to crucial youth countercultures – hippies, politicised 
youth, and rock music – perhaps the most important in the 
history of the United States and, indeed, the Western world. 
This book describes the many pathways, the unexpected 
encounters, and the unpredictable processes leading to that 
extraordinary experience. The author also addresses the fra-
gility, failures, and factors that brought about its end. Special 
emphasis is placed on its most enduring legacy: West Coast 
rock music – a gift from the past, featuring an intense aware-
ness of the tragic side of life that still allows us to remember 
and relive the atmosphere of those years.

Alberto Mario Banti teaches Cultural History at the Uni-
versity of Pisa and is a member of Italy’s Accademia dei Lincei.

Alberto Mario Banti

Too Much to Dream
Youth, Music, and Countercultures in 1970s California

Modern And Contemporary  
History · pp. 268
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“The Greeks, the Romans, and...”
Series curated by Simone Beta and Tommaso Braccini

• S. Beta 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Stars
	 pp. 216 · Arabic rights sold

• T. Braccini 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Laughter
	 pp. 212 · Arabic rights sold

• E. Pischedda 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Women
	 pp. 200 · Arabic rights sold

• M. Vespa 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Animals
	 pp. 200 · Arabic rights sold

• D. Puliga 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Sea
	 pp. 216 · Arabic rights sold

• D. Fermi 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Medicine
	 pp. 228

• F. Beneventano della Corte 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Magic
	 pp. 184

• F. Bettalli 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… War
	 pp. 160

• F. Puccio 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Love
	 pp. 192

• M. Napolitano 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Symposium
	 pp. 216
 • A. M. Urso 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Sex
	 pp. 212

In this series, the most captivating and curious current aspects of the life of the ancient Greeks and 
Romans – their relationship with women, animals or food, with medicine, war or sex – are illustrated 
through their own words. A collection of short anthologies of texts excerpts, presented with com-
mentary from greats classicists, destined to compose – like pieces of a mosaic – a complete, complex 
and in many ways unprecedented picture of the ancient world.
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www.carocci.it

For inquiries:

Foreign Rights
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