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Although there are many biographies of So-
phia Loren, almost nothing has been written 
about her acting skills. To fill this gap, this 
book’s author analyses Loren’s career, ex-
plores her image as a diva highlighting both 
tradition and modernity, and examines her 
contribution to the reception and the mea-
ning of the films she starred in. An in-depth 
investigation of her performances within the 
star system, the text offers a profile of one 
of the most enduring, prolific, and beloved 
actresses of the post-war period.

Alberto Scandola teaches Cinema and  
Audio-Visual Communication at the Univer-
sity of Verona.

Alberto Scandola

Sophia Loren

CINEMA
pp. 128

“The Ring of the Nibelung” employs me-
smerising theatrical and musical mechanisms 
to criticise, in mythical forms, the exploita-
tion of man and nature. It is also a multiface-
ted work that lends itself to a wide range of 
interpretations. Untangling its extraordinary 
complexity, this book offers a detailed guide 
to listening, viewing, or studying Wagner’s 
work and emphasises the constant interac-
tion between its political, philosophical, dra-
maturgical, and musical components.

Luca Zoppelli is a musicologist and profes-
sor emeritus at the University of Fribourg.

Luca Zoppelli

Richard Wagner’s  
“The Ring of the Nibelung”
Drama, Music, Idea

MUSIC
pp. 252
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Is autism a disorder, and therefore a series 
of deficits amenable to treatment, or a con-
dition, i.e., a specific type of mind within a 
range of possible minds? To avoid the con-
straints of this dichotomy, our perspecti-
ve needs to be broadened to understand, 
support, appreciate, and accept. From the 
standpoint of special and inclusive educa-
tion, this book addresses three critical issues: 
goals and potential pathways to achieve 
them, priority strategies, and consideration 
of pertinent contexts.

Lucio Cottini teaches Didactics and Special 
Pedagogy at the Carlo Bo University in Ur-
bino.

Lucio Cottini

In the World of Autism
Perspectives for Comprehension and Appraisal

HEALTH AND MEDICINE
pp. 184

Despite the fanatical beliefs of some denier-
s, sleep is a necessary biological and beha-
vioural constraint, to which humans devote 
about a third of their lives. But what happens 
to the brain and the body while one sleeps? 
To what extent are sleeping patterns natu-
ral rather than induced, cultural, or artificial? 
Why can dreaming disturb a peaceful night’s 
rest? The author leads readers on a fascina-
ting journey through tales of sleep, dreams, 
and micro-arousals to understand how the 
body reconciles the need for sleep with the 
drive to survive, and to discover causes and 
mechanisms that disturb slumber, as well as 
treatments and remedies for sleeping well.

Liborio Parrino teaches Neurology at the 
University of Parma.

Liborio Parrino

Sleep
The Enigmatic Charm of Slumber

HEALTH AND MEDICINE
pp. 172
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Do diseases affect everyone in the same 
way? And are treatments equally effective 
for everybody? Individuals are different not 
only biologically (sex) but also in terms of so-
cial and cultural aspects (gender). These dif-
ferences lead to varying degrees of vulnera-
bility to disease and diverging manifestations 
of symptoms and reactions to treatment. 
Focusing on the concepts of “patient-cen-
tredness” and “therapy personalisation”, this 
book shows how gender medicine studies 
these differences to develop gender-specific 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment strate-
gies in order to guarantee that both women 
and men receive the best possible care.

Alessandra Carè heads the Gender Medici-
ne Reference Centre at Italy’s National Insti-
tute of Health.

Elena Ortona was the head of the Gender 
Medicine Reference Centre at Italy’s Natio-
nal Institute of Health from 2018 to 2022.

Alessandra Carè & Elena Ortona

Gender Medicine

HEALTH AND MEDICINE
pp. 112

This book offers a clear and detailed under-
standing of hypnosis, demystifies some fal-
se beliefs on the topic, and clears up other 
ambiguous notions. The author examines 
the origins of hypnosis, trance induction, 
self-hypnosis, and recent scientific disco-
veries, illustrating applications in medicine, 
psychology, and sports. Using an accessible, 
non-specialist language and a simple and en-
gaging manner, the book is ideal for readers 
aiming to explore our minds’ inventive and 
surprising potential.

Mauro Cozzolino teaches Clinical Psycho-
logy at the University of Salerno.

Mauro Cozzolino

Hypnosis Today
From Its Origins to Its Contemporary Uses

HEALTH AND MEDICINE 
pp. 192
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Where and by whom is Hebrew spoken to-
day? Are Biblical Hebrew and Israeli Hebrew 
the same thing? Addressed to anyone who 
wants to learn more about this language, this 
book offers an introduction to its history – 
from its spread to the role it played in the 
creation of the State of Israel – as well as its 
main grammatical features and a brief outli-
ne of its current sociolinguistic evolution.

Sara Ferrari teaches Hebrew Language and 
Culture at the University of Milan.

Sara Ferrari

The Hebrew Language

LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS
pp. 128

Why do humans laugh? How does a sense 
of humour arise and develop in our brains? 
Do other species also engage in laughter? 
Using simple language but adopting scientific 
rigour, this book offers a complete and up-
to-date review of the experimental studies 
and methods with which researchers, using 
innovative neuroscience techniques, reveal 
the cerebral mechanisms underpinning one 
of the most fascinating human phenomena.

Mirella Manfredi is a researcher at the Uni-
versity of Zurich and UniDistance Suisse, 
where she studies the neuroscience of hu-
mour and the neuropsychology of typical 
and atypical development. 

Mirella Manfredi

The Laughing Brain
The Neuroscience of Humour

SCIENCE 
pp. 112
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Although bilingualism is a very old and wide-
spread phenomenon, it remains challenging 
to define it in a precise and comprehensive 
way. Adopting a clear and straightforward 
style, the author analyses bilingualism from 
different perspectives: linguistics, education 
science, cognition, neuropsychology, and neu-
rocognitive science. Readers can thus enjoy 
detailed insights about the benefits and di-
sadvantages of speaking several languages.

Andrea Marini teaches General Psychology 
at the University of Udine.

Andrea Marini

Bilingualism

LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS
pp. 128

by the same author:

pp. 148
ISBN 9788829011650

Many classical texts have had a turbulent history. Countless 
ancient poems, novels and treatises have been stolen, smug-
gled, disguised, recycled, and hidden away. Water from the 
Nile, censors’ ink, even farm animals and greedy Nazi SS units 
almost managed to deprive us of them forever. With a lively 
and captivating style, the author explains how these works 
have come down to us, despite an array of obstacles, thanks 
to a few men who stubbornly sought them out and saved 
them. Their efforts allow ancient Greeks and Romans to con-
tinue speaking to us today. 

Tommaso Braccini teaches Greek Language and Literature 
and Classical Philology at the University of Siena. 

The devil can display horns, or a tail and wings. His features 
may be beast-like, horrific, or monstrous; yet he can also ap-
pear humanised and sensual, lusty and vigorous. He can be 
huge, as well as diminutive, hirsute or hairless, terrifying or 
prankish, naked or well-dressed. The devil defies categori-
sation and shuns order. Therefore, the only way to describe 
his appearance is diachronic, which is the approach adopt-
ed by this book’s author. Using a wide-ranging selection of 
iconographic examples, the text analyses the evolution of the 
devil’s image, from its initial instances in late antiquity to the 
present day, and gradually identifies its strategic mutations, 
intermittent novelties, and underlying historical motivations.

Laura Pasquini is an art historian and iconologist at the Uni-
versity of Bologna.

History · pp. 364 · With illustrations

Laura Pasquini

The Devil 
A Visual History of Evil

Tommaso Braccini

Adventures and Misadventures of the Classics
Lost, Found and Imagined Books from Antiquity to the Present Day

Classical Literature and Culture pp. 152
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A reliable dictionary of specialised terminology should help 
its users to comprehend and study a specific field. That is 
precisely what this book offers to readers trying to find their 
way and understand a technical term encountered in a nar-
ratology text or during a narrative, literature, or film theory 
course.

Andrea Bernardelli teaches Semiotics and Narrative The-
ory at the University of Ferrara.

Art and Literature pp. 136

Andrea Bernardelli
A Concise Dictionary of Narratology

This book describes over sixty experiments that are easy to 
conduct at home, thus providing its readers with an enter-
taining opportunity to discover the main branches of science 
and understand why it is an extraordinary tool for under-
standing the world. “Try and Try Again” – the motto of the 
Accademia del Cimento, founded in Florence in 1657 – ac-
curately reflects the irreplaceable role of experimentation in 
scientific research: carrying out experiments means address-
ing reality and acknowledging its authority to determine a 
statement’s truth or falsehood.

Silvano Fuso is a professional chemist, a popular science 
writer, a member of the Italian Committee for the Investiga-
tion of Claims on Pseudoscience, and a member of Genova’s 
Science Festival scientific committee. 

Silvano Fuso

Try and Try Again
Tales, Curiosities and Experiments to Understand the World

Science pp. 280 · With illustrations

NEW EDITIONPrevious edition sold  more than  40.000 copies

Perhaps the current way of teaching science subjects, con-
trary to its stated aims, encourages the development of a 
magical outlook. And, maybe, reading the exploits of Harry 
Potter can stimulate creativity in science. This book – in a 
new, completely revised and expanded edition – investigates 
these conjectures and offers a surprising journey to the fron-
tiers of science, magic and fantasy. Along the way readers 
shall meet characters such as Galileo Galilei, Isaac Newton, 
Immanuel Kant, Giacomo Leopardi, Mary Shelley, Albert Ein-
stein, H.P. Lovecraft, J.K. Rowling and many others.

Marco Ciardi teaches History of Science and Technology 
at the University of Florence.

Science pp. 152 · Previous edition: Korean rights sold · New edition: Simplified Chinese rights sold.

Marco Ciardi

Galileo and Harry Potter 
Can Magic Help Science?
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In 1989 a world without war seemed to be within reach of 
humanity; today we are not only plagued by terrorism and lo-
cal conflicts, but also live under the threat of a third world war. 
How did this situation come about? The author provides a nov-
el and engaging account of the idea of peace, from the French 
Revolution to the present day. The text, highlighting the role of 
great intellectuals (Kant, Fichte, Hegel, Constant, Comte, Spen-
cer, Marx, Popper, etc.) and important statesmen (Washington, 
Robespierre, Napoleon, Wilson, Lenin, Bush, Sr., etc.), addresses 
the major issues of our times. Is it even possible to imagine a 
world without warfare? Can we rely on non-violence? What is 
the specific role of women? Does democracy authentically guar-
antee peace, or can it be transformed into a belligerent ideology?

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  DOMENICO LOSURDODOMENICO LOSURDO

A World with No War
The Idea of Peace, from Past Promises to Today’s Tragedies

pp. 384
German, French, Spanish, Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

1989’s promises of a world of well-being and peace did not come 
true. Even in the most developed countries, the economic crisis 
marked the return of mass poverty and exacerbated social in-
equality. On an international level, one “small war” was followed 
by another, causing each time tens of thousands of deaths for the 
country affected. When the danger of large-scale conflicts – and 
the potential crossing of the nuclear threshold – loomed, the need 
for an opposition force was felt more than ever: however, in the 
West the left force was absent. How to explain it? Through an 
original, unscrupulous analysis destined to arouse controversy, the 
author guides the reader analysing the world that emerged after 
1989, showing which mechanisms the “Society of the Spectacle” 
used to legitimize war and war politics, and how they worked to 
build the alternative.

pp. 304
Worldwide English, Portuguese (Brazil), Spanish, German rights sold

The Left Force, or the Great Absentee
Crisis, Society of the Spectacle and War

Domenico Losurdo (1941-2018) was a major Italian political philosopher and 
professor emeritus at the University of Urbino; he was awarded an honorary doc-
torate by the Fluminense Federal University in Niterói-Rio de Janeiro. His works 
are best-sellers worldwide and in Italy.

There was a time when eminent statesmen (such as Church-
ill and De Gasperi) and renowned intellectuals (such as Cross, 
Arendt, Bobbio, Thomas Mann, Kojève and Laski) expressed re-
spect, fondness and even admiration for Stalin and the country 
he led. With the outbreak of the Cold War and the release of 
the Khrushchev Report, Stalin became a “monster”, comparable 
perhaps only to Hitler. The stark contrast offered by different 
images of Stalin should impel historians not to absolutize one 
of those images, but rather re-appraise each and every one of 
them. And that is what Losurdo does in this historical, historio-
graphical and philosophical essay, as he examines the tragedies of 
the 20th century within a comparative perspective, contextual-
izing and deconstructing many accusations leveled against Stalin.

Stalin
History and Critique of a Dark Legend 
With an essay by Luciano Canfora

pp. 384
Worldwide English, German, French, Spanish, Slovenian, 
Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Marxism, particularly in the 
West, entered an apparently irreparable crisis. To overcome this 
dire yet reversible situation, the author, without taking sides, devel-
ops an historical-philosophical appraisal of both the Soviet experi-
ence and Marxism as a whole. But the author also takes a further 
step: he attempts to identify what Marxism is capable of building in 
the distant future.

pp. 208
Worldwide English, French, German, Spanish,  
Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

The Issue of Communism
History and Future of an Idea  
Edited by Giorgio Grimaldi
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