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Marcella Terrusi

The Fabulous Wardrobe
Fashion and Customs in Children’s Literature

LITERATURE AND CULTURAL STUDIES • pp. 280

Richly  illustrated

by the same author:
more than  
10.000 copies sold

more than  
5.000 copies sold

Rights sold: Arabic and Chinese

Picture Books: Reading, 
Looking and Discussing the 
World of Children’s Books
2012 • pp. 280
ISBN 9788843063215

Wordless Wonders:  
Silent Books and  
Children’s Literature
2017 • pp. 280
ISBN 9788843086122

Striking a balance between philological rigour 
and popular taste, this book thoroughly ex-
plores Shangri-La: a fictional place described 
in James Hilton’s 1933 novel “Lost Horizon”. 
The authors return to the myth’s origins and 
its literary consecration in Hilton’s novel. 
They then examine its iconography; its ra-
dio, film and television renderings; and the 
comic strips, music, role-playing games and 
everything else inspired by this fascinating 
utopia.

Alberto Becattini is a respected expert on 
cartoons and comics.

Marco Ciardi teaches History of Science and 
Techniques at the University of Florence.

Alberto Becattini & Marco Ciardi

Shangri-La
Myth, History, Art and Literature 

LITERATURE AND CULTURAL STUDIES • pp. 144

Richly  illustrated

Weaving together childhood, education, fash-
ion, customs, and an international repertoire of 
illustrated books, the author leads her readers 
on a journey full of curiosities and true yet lit-
tle-told tales focusing on embroiderers and art-
ists. This overview of the clothes of classic char-
acters from children’s literature includes style 
icons (Pippi Longstocking, Mary Poppins, Coco 
Chanel, Audrey Hepburn, Sonia Delauney), 
fairy tale characters, picture books, and other 
experiences that pay homage to the sartorial 
craft. This book underscores the storytelling 
power of fabrics, threads, and garments.

Marcella Terrusi, an assistant professor of 
History of Pedagogy and Education at the 
University of Bologna, is also a consultant to 
the Bologna Children’s Book Fair.

by marco ciardi:

Previous edition rights sold: Korean

Galileo & Harry Potter:  
Can Magic Help Science?

2024 • pp. 152
ISBN 9788829025275

Darwin Meets Flash Gordon:  
Science and Mass Culture in 
the 19th and 20th Centuries

2023 • pp. 280
ISBN 9788843086122



Stefano Calabrese

Suspense

Crime Fiction
2018 • pp. 144
ISBN 9788843092567

by the same author:

NEW EDITIONPrevious edition sold  more than  4.500 copies

LITERATURE AND CULTURAL STUDIES • pp. 128

Fan Fiction
2019 • pp. 128
ISBN 9788843095131

The idea of Athenian democracy has en-
dured for over two thousand years. This 
book explores its history, starting with the 
classical period (5th-4th centuries BCE), 
featuring debates involving Greek contem-
poraries and continuing in ancient Rome, 
and then resuming from the Middle Ages 
through all Western political thought, up to 
the 21st century. Machiavelli, Montesquieu, 
Rousseau, American and French revolution-
aries, Hegel, Marx, Arendt, and Sartori are 
some of the major thinkers discussed by the 
author.

Dino Piovan is a post-doctoral researcher 
at the University of Bologna.

Dino Piovan

Athenian Democracy
History of an Idea from the Ancient Era to the 21st Century

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY • pp. 192

Suspense is one of the oldest narrative strate-
gies and a ubiquitous feature of 20th-century 
literature and film, where it successfully cap-
tivates readers and viewers. Suspense is now 
a necessary ingredient for TV series, video 
games, graphic novels, advertising campaigns, 
and novels. But what actually happens in our 
minds when we read a narrative or watch a 
movie that makes use of suspense? What are 
the strategies that make it most effective? 
Drawing on examples from literature, cine-
ma and television, this book addresses these 
questions and identifies the reasons why emo-
tionally intense mechanisms of anticipation and 
suspense are increasingly widespread.

Stefano Calabrese teaches Narrative Com-
munication at the University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia.

76 Carocci            editoreCarocci            editore
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In the Middle Ages, the relationship be-
tween society and nature underwent an in-
cessant process of redefinition. Indeed, en-
vironmental transformations brought about 
by the actions of human beings influenced 
the development of communities and the 
perception of nature. By interweaving envi-
ronmental history, the history of science and 
philosophy, and social history, this book ex-
plains how the idea of nature changed in the 
Middle Ages as the economic, technical, and 
scientific context shifted, i.e., as the relation-
ships between society and the environment 
evolved.

Michele Campopiano teaches Medieval 
History at the University of Catania. 

Michele Campopiano

A History of the Environment  
in the Middle Ages
Nature, Society, Culture

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY • pp. 220

One of the most enigmatic figures of the 
Enlightenment was born in April 1725, 300 
years ago. Giacomo Casanova can be de-
scribed in countless ways: adventurer, char-
latan, swindler, libertine, spy, gentleman, se-
ducer and fickle. By examining the publishing 
history of his “Memoirs” and other works, 
one can see how a myth eventually obfus-
cated Casanova’s depiction throughout the 
centuries: his legend has been the object of 
censorship, political battles, appropriation, 
and allegations, in literature, art, film, and 
advertising.

Antonio Trampus teaches Modern History 
at the Ca’ Foscari University in Venice.

Antonio Trampus

Giacomo Casanova
A Legendary Adventurer

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY • pp. 160
April 2nd, 1725

300th anniversary of the birth 
of Giacomo Casanova
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Between the 16th and the 19th centuries, 
the Mediterranean was plagued by piracy 
and privateering, pitting Christian and Mus-
lim states against each other. The clashes 
were driven by military, economic and reli-
gious factors. They also encouraged a lucra-
tive market linked to the ransom of slaves 
captured by both sides, many of whom, in 
order to escape drudgery and violence, 
went so far as to renounce their faith. Their 
stories and those of their tormentors allow 
this book’s readers to visit a tumultuous 
Mediterranean – a crossroads of peoples, 
cultures and destinies where the struggle for 
freedom was entangled with the era’s drama 
and contradictions.

Giovanna Fiume formerly taught Modern 
History at the University of Palermo.

Giovanna Fiume

Privateering in the Mediterranean
Tales of Slaves, Pirates and Renegades in the Modern Era

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY • pp. 260

Interpreting both the key factors of the 
dominance of the West at its zenith and the 
recent multiplication of leading players on 
the world stage, this book provides an ac-
count of the principal international transfor-
mations from the late 19th century to the 
present day. The author offers an in-depth 
analysis of ideas, economic forces, political 
events, and struggles that – through em-
pires, U.S. hegemony, decolonisation, and 
the resurgence of Asia – have shaped the 
contemporary age.

Federico Romero is a professor emeritus 
of History of Post-War European Cooper-
ation and Integration at the European Uni-
versity Institute in Florence.

Federico Romero

A Global History of the 
Contemporary Age
From Western Ascendancy to Multipolar Insecurity

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY • pp. 240
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The history of republican Italy from 1946 
to the present day is retraced in this book, 
which describes the country’s political and 
institutional development, as well as its eco-
nomic, social, and cultural facets. Based on 
extensive historical records but also high-
lighting the themes at the centre of current 
research, the author provides readers with a 
complete overview of Italy’s recent history.

Albertina Vittoria formerly taught Contem-
porary History at the University of Sassari.

Salvatore Mura teaches Contemporary 
History at the University of Sassari.

Albertina Vittoria & Salvatore Mura

Republican Italy
A Historical Profile from 1946 to the Present Day

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY • pp. 300

Giorgio Graffi

Noam Chomsky
An Intellectual Bridging Linguistics and Politics

20TH CENTURY’S GREAT THINKERS • pp. 300

by the same author:

Generative  
Grammar
2008 • pp. 144
ISBN 9788843046881

more than  
4.000 copies sold

Noam Chomsky is renowned for both his 
ideas about language and his political radical-
ism. The author argues that these seemingly 
unrelated aspects share a common root in 
a precise concept of human nature. This is 
a book not only for linguists, but for anyone 
interested in critical thinking about contem-
porary issues.

Giorgio Graffi is a professor emeritus at the 
University of Verona.

more than  
5.000 copies sold

A Brief History  
of Linguistics
2019 • pp. 268
ISBN 9788843095049



1514 Carocci            editoreCarocci            editore

The role of Gaetano Salvemini (1873-1957) 
as an intellectual and a historian has always 
been characterised by intransigence. He 
was a staunch opponent of Giovanni Giolitti, 
whom he dubbed the “minister of the un-
derworld”. He adamantly opposed Benito 
Mussolini and was forced into exile after 
some of his closest followers and friends 
were persecuted and murdered. Finally, in 
post-war republican Italy, he denounced 
communism and the “clerocracy” of Pope 
Pius XII. Giving voice to his writings, letters 
and diaries, this book’s author tracks Salve-
mini through his “many lives” in Italy, France, 
England, and the United States and offers 
readers an accomplished portrait of one of 
the most essential Italian intellectuals of the 
20th century and one of the most original 
historians of his generation.

Francesco Torchiani teaches Contempo-
rary History at the University of Pavia.

Francesco Torchiani

Gaetano Salvemini
Intellectual Commitment and Political Struggle

20TH CENTURY’S GREAT THINKERS • pp. 260

Traditionally Paul has been considered a Jew-
ish convert to Christianity and a bitter ene-
my of Judaism. Yet a radical reinterpretation 
of this thesis has been underway since the 
end of World War II. This book argues that 
Paul was an apocalyptic Jewish disciple of 
Jesus: an extraordinarily stimulating idea for 
Jews, Christians, nonbelievers, and others in-
terested in the history of early Christianity.

Gabriele Boccaccini teaches the New Tes-
tament and Second Temple Judaism at the 
University of Michigan.

Giulio Mariotti teaches at the Roma-
no Guardini Higher Institute for Religious 
Sciences in Trento.

Gabriele Boccaccini & Giulio Mariotti

Paul of Tarsus
A Jew of His Time

RELIGION • pp. 286
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This book offers a clear and concise intro-
duction to the basic principles, methodology, 
and educational potential of experimental ar-
chaeology. This fascinating discipline replicates 
and tests objects, tools, and situations from 
the past by adopting detailed experimental 
protocols that involve, among other things, 
the use of materials, techniques, and produc-
tion processes that are as similar as possible 
to those of the period being explored. This 
makes it possible to acquire a great deal of 
information about specific artefacts, as well 
as their social context and use, thus provid-
ing archaeologists with additional data to as-
sess their hypotheses and an engaging way to 
teach and disseminate ancient history.

Cristina Lemorini teaches Experimental Ar-
chaeology at the Sapienza University in Rome.

Cristina Lemorini 

Experimental Archaeology

ARCHAEOLOGY • pp. 112

on the same subject:  
Series “The sites of archaeology”
Curated by  
Andrea Augenti, Daniele Manacorda and Giuliano Volpe

• G. Zuchtriegel | Paestum  (Rights sold: German) 
• A. Campiani, Domenici D. | Palenque 
• C. Pavolini | Ostia antica

• E. Zanini | Constantinople

• V. Caminneci, M.C. Parello, M.S. Rizzo | The Valley of the Temples

• R. Meneghini, R. Santangeli Valenzani | The Imperial Fora

• A. Guidi | Prehistoric Rome

• R. Volpe | Archaic and Republican Rome

Drawing examples from everyday life ac-
companied by critical reflection, this concise 
introduction to pragmatics explains how 
communicational processes and generation 
of meaning take place at the cognitive, lin-
guistic, semiotic, social, and cultural levels. 
The author leads her readers on a journey 
into the mechanisms of language that help 
them understand how communication re-
quires not only compliance with grammati-
cal rules but also involves human beings’ re-
lationships with others, with the world, and 
with language itself.

Sabina Fontana teaches Linguistics at the 
University of Catania and works at the 
Language and Communication Across Mo-
dalities Laboratory (LaCAM) at the Italian 
National Research Council’s Institute for 
Cognitive Sciences and Technologies.

Sabina Fontana

Pragmatics

LINGUISTICS  • pp. 128

16 Carocci            editore
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Although bilingualism is a very old and wide-
spread phenomenon, it remains challenging 
to define it in a precise and comprehensive 
way. Adopting a clear and straightforward 
style, the author analyses bilingualism from 
different perspectives: linguistics, education 
science, cognition, neuropsychology, and neu-
rocognitive science. Readers can thus enjoy 
detailed insights about the benefits and disad-
vantages of speaking several languages.

Andrea Marini teaches General Psychology 
at the University of Udine.

Andrea Marini

Bilingualism

LINGUISTICS • pp. 128

by the same author:

Do diseases affect everyone in the same 
way? And are treatments equally effective 
for everybody? Individuals are different not 
only biologically (sex) but also in terms of so-
cial and cultural aspects (gender). These dif-
ferences lead to varying degrees of vulnera-
bility to disease and diverging manifestations 
of symptoms and reactions to treatment. 
Focusing on the concepts of “patient-cen-
tredness” and “therapy personalisation”, this 
book shows how gender medicine studies 
these differences to develop gender-specific 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment strate-
gies in order to guarantee that both women 
and men receive the best possible care.

Alessandra Carè heads the Gender Medi-
cine Reference Centre at Italy’s National In-
stitute of Health.

Elena Ortona was the head of the Gender 
Medicine Reference Centre at Italy’s Nation-
al Institute of Health from 2018 to 2022.

Alessandra Carè & Elena Ortona

Gender Medicine

HEALTH AND MEDICINE • pp. 112

Psycholinguistics
2021 • pp. 148
ISBN 9788829011650
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This book offers a clear and detailed under-
standing of hypnosis, demystifies some false 
beliefs on the topic, and clears up other 
ambiguous notions. The author examines 
the origins of hypnosis, trance induction, 
self-hypnosis, and recent scientific discov-
eries, illustrating applications in medicine, 
psychology, and sports. Using an accessible, 
non-specialist language and a simple and en-
gaging manner, the book is ideal for readers 
aiming to explore our minds’ inventive and 
surprising potential.

Mauro Cozzolino teaches Clinical Psycholo-
gy at the University of Salerno.

Mauro Cozzolino

Hypnosis
From Its Origins to Its Contemporary Uses

HEALTH AND MEDICINE • pp. 192

There is a growing commitment to suicide 
prevention, but special attention should also 
be reserved for those who face the difficult 
ordeal of continuing to live after the loss of 
a loved one by suicide. This book presents 
an overview of a topic that is, at times, mis-
understood or besieged by false beliefs and 
negative feelings. The author provides a set 
of ideas that promote greater sensitivity to-
wards survivors. As well as drawing on the 
author’s experience in the treatment of cas-
es of this kind, the book is enriched by the 
testimonies of four people who tell their 
stories and prove that it is possible to em-
brace a new present.

Maurizio Pompili, an internationally re-
nowned expert in suicide prevention, teach-
es Psychiatry at the Sapienza University in 
Rome. He also heads the psychiatry unit at 
the Sant’Andrea University Hospital in the 
same city.

Maurizio Pompili

Those Who Remain
Carrying On After a Loved One’s Suicide

HEALTH AND MEDICINE • pp. 172



Why do humans laugh? How does a sense 
of humour arise and develop in our brains? 
Do other species also engage in laughter? 
Using simple language but adopting scientific 
rigour, this book offers a complete and up-
to-date review of the experimental studies 
and methods with which researchers, using 
innovative neuroscience techniques, reveal 
the cerebral mechanisms underpinning one 
of the most fascinating human phenomena.

Mirella Manfredi is a researcher at the Uni-
versity of Zurich and UniDistance Suisse, 
where she studies the neuroscience of hu-
mour and the neuropsychology of typical 
and atypical development. 

Mirella Manfredi

The Laughing Brain
The Neuroscience of Humour

SCIENCE • pp. 112

Manuela Monti & Carlo Alberto Redi

Social Genomics
How Our Daily Lives Change Our DNA

SCIENCE • pp. 160

by the same authors:

SOS Earth: Planetary 
Emergencies and 
Environmental 
Negationism

2024 • pp. 132
ISBN 9788829023783

Stem Cells
2021 • pp. 144
ISBN 9788829009305

DNA:  
The Three  
Million  
Letters of Life

2019 • pp. 180 
ISBN 9788843098231

Science has shown that the physical, social, 
cultural, and psychological context in which 
we live alters the expression and the func-
tioning of our DNA and, consequently, tissue 
and organ physiology. This directly affects 
individuals’ health and can, therefore, lead 
to inequalities of opportunity, income, and 
status, reinforcing the genetic disadvantage 
that parents may pass on to their children. 
That is why the authors of this book urge 
their readers to adopt a responsible lifestyle 
and take care of our planet.

Manuela Monti, a biologist, teaches Histology 
and Embryology at the University of Pavia.

Carlo Alberto Redi is a member of Italy’s Ac-
cademia dei Lincei and the president of the 
Umberto Veronesi Foundation’s ethics board.

2322 Carocci            editoreCarocci            editore



Cecilia Scatturin & Mario Verdicchio

The Digital World

SCIENCE • pp. 128

by mario verdicchio:

The Computer
2023 • pp. 144
ISBN 9788829021345

The essential insights and ideas of Konrad 
Lorenz, Nikolaas Tinbergen, E.O. Wilson, 
W.D. Hamilton, Donald Griffin, Frans de 
Waal and many others revolutionised the 
way we understand other living beings and 
how we relate to them. The author explores 
the histories of these scientists, thus allow-
ing readers to comprehend how ethology 
has developed over time. Ethology remains 
relevant today, productively interacts with 
other disciplines, and continues to generate 
wonderful surprises and discoveries about 
animal behaviour.

Augusto Vitale conducts research on animal 
behaviour and welfare at the Italian National 
Institute of Health in Rome. 

Augusto Vitale

Ethology

SCIENCE • pp. 128

Since the 1990s, digital technology has in-
creasingly permeated our lives and culture, 
touching upon most of our everyday ac-
tivities. There are tens of billions of Inter-
net-connected devices around the world 
with which we interact daily. But what does 
the term “digital” mean? And how do we 
use things that are defined as “digital”? With 
a multidisciplinary approach and an accessi-
ble language, this book offers a comprehen-
sive overview of the digital world, from the 
basics of quantitative sciences to the contra-
dictory roles digitalisation plays in our lives. 
The text improves readers’ understanding 
of the concepts, tools, and transformations 
that contradistinguish this reality.

Cecilia Scatturin is an art historian who 
works in the field of digital humanities.

Mario Verdicchio is a lecturer in Computer 
Science at the University of Bergamo.
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Many women crossed paths with Constantine, who climbed 
the rungs of power and achieved unlimited control over the 
Roman Empire. The only woman to reach the halls of au-
thority and to be showered with honours by the emperor 
was his mother, Helena. But his wife, concubine, stepmoth-
er, stepsisters, and daughters also played a role in his political 
endeavours. Who were these women? Using a wide array 
of sources – literary, iconographic, epigraphic and numis-
matic – this book attempts to reconstruct their lives and 
personalities.

Francesca Ghedini is professor emeritus of Archaeology 
at the University of Padova.

History 2024 · pp. 236 · With illustrations

The devil can display horns, or a tail and wings. His features 
may be beast-like, horrific, or monstrous; yet he can also ap-
pear humanised and sensual, lusty and vigorous. He can be 
huge, as well as diminutive, hirsute or hairless, terrifying or 
prankish, naked or well-dressed. The devil defies categorisa-
tion and shuns order. Therefore, the only way to describe his 
appearance is diachronic, which is the approach adopted by 
this book’s author. Using a wide-ranging selection of icono-
graphic examples, the text analyses the evolution of the devil’s 
image, from its initial instances in late antiquity to the present 
day, and gradually identifies its strategic mutations, intermit-
tent novelties, and underlying historical motivations.

Laura Pasquini is an art historian and iconologist at the Uni-
versity of Bologna.

Laura Pasquini

The Devil 
A Visual History of Evil

Francesca Ghedini

Helena and the Others 
Women, Religions and Politics at Constantine’s Court

History 2024 · pp. 364 · With illustrations

A reliable dictionary of specialised terminology should help 
its users to comprehend and study a specific field. That is pre-
cisely what this book offers to readers trying to find their way 
and understand a technical term encountered in a narratolo-
gy text or during a narrative, literature, or film theory course.

Andrea Bernardelli teaches Semiotics and Narrative The-
ory at the University of Ferrara.

Many classical texts have had a turbulent history. Count-
less ancient poems, novels and treatises have been 
stolen, smuggled, disguised, recycled, and hidden away. 
Water from the Nile, censors’ ink, even farm animals 
and greedy Nazi SS units almost managed to deprive us 
of them forever. With a lively and captivating style, the 
author explains how these works have come down to 
us, despite an array of obstacles, thanks to a few men 
who stubbornly sought them out and saved them. Their 
efforts allow ancient Greeks and Romans to continue 
speaking to us today. 

Tommaso Braccini teaches Greek Language and Lit-
erature and Classical Philology at the University of Siena. 

Classical Literature and Culture 2025 · pp. 152

Tommaso Braccini

Adventures and Misadventures of the Classics
Lost, Found and Imagined Books from Antiquity  
to the Present Day

Andrea Bernardelli
A Concise Dictionary of Narratology

Art and Literature 2024 · pp. 136

H
ighlights from

 our recent backlist

H
ighlights from

 our recent backlist
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“The Greeks, the Romans, and...”
Series curated by Simone Beta and Tommaso Braccini

In this series, the most captivating and curious current aspects of the life of the ancient Greeks and 
Romans – their relationship with women, animals or food, with medicine, war or sex – are illustrated 
through their own words. A collection of short anthologies of texts excerpts, presented with commen-
tary from greats classicists, destined to compose – like pieces of a mosaic – a complete, complex and in 
many ways unprecedented picture of the ancient world.

Perhaps the current way of teaching science subjects, con-
trary to its stated aims, encourages the development of a 
magical outlook. And, maybe, reading the exploits of Harry 
Potter can stimulate creativity in science. This book – in a 
new, completely revised and expanded edition – investi-
gates these conjectures and offers a surprising journey to 
the frontiers of science, magic and fantasy. Along the way 
readers shall meet characters such as Galileo Galilei, Isaac 
Newton, Immanuel Kant, Giacomo Leopardi, Mary Shelley, 
Albert Einstein, H.P. Lovecraft, J.K. Rowling and many others.

Marco Ciardi teaches History of Science and Technology 
at the University of Florence.

Science 2024 ·  pp. 152 · Previous edition: Korean rights sold

This book describes over sixty experiments that are easy to 
conduct at home, thus providing its readers with an entertain-
ing opportunity to discover the main branches of science and 
understand why it is an extraordinary tool for understanding 
the world. “Try and Try Again” – the motto of the Accademia 
del Cimento, founded in Florence in 1657 – accurately re-
flects the irreplaceable role of experimentation in scientific 
research: carrying out experiments means addressing reality 
and acknowledging its authority to determine a statement’s 
truth or falsehood.

Silvano Fuso is a professional chemist, a popular science 
writer, a member of the Italian Committee for the Investiga-
tion of Claims on Pseudoscience, and a member of Genova’s 
Science Festival scientific committee. 

Silvano Fuso

Try and Try Again
Tales, Curiosities and Experiments to Understand the World

Marco Ciardi

Galileo and Harry Potter 
Can Magic Help Science?

Science 2024 · pp. 280 · With illustrations

NEW EDITIONPrevious edition sold  more than  40.000 copies

H
ighlights from

 our recent backlist

• S. Beta 

The Greeks, the Romans and… 
Stars 

pp. 216  Arabic rights sold

• T. Braccini

The Greeks, the Romans and…  
Laughter 

pp. 212  Arabic rights sold

• E. Pischedda

The Greeks, the Romans and…  
Women

pp. 200  Arabic rights sold

• M. Vespa

The Greeks, the Romans, and…  
Animals 

pp. 200  Arabic rights sold

• D. Puliga

The Greeks, the Romans, and…  
Sea 

pp. 216  Arabic rights sold

• D. Fermi

The Greeks, the Romans, and… 
Medicine

pp. 228

• F. Beneventano della Corte

The Greeks, the Romans, and…  
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In 1989 a world without war seemed to be within reach of 
humanity; today we are not only plagued by terrorism and lo-
cal conflicts, but also live under the threat of a third world war. 
How did this situation come about? The author provides a nov-
el and engaging account of the idea of peace, from the French 
Revolution to the present day. The text, highlighting the role of 
great intellectuals (Kant, Fichte, Hegel, Constant, Comte, Spen-
cer, Marx, Popper, etc.) and important statesmen (Washington, 
Robespierre, Napoleon, Wilson, Lenin, Bush, Sr., etc.), addresses 
the major issues of our times. Is it even possible to imagine a 
world without warfare? Can we rely on non-violence? What is 
the specific role of women? Does democracy authentically guar-
antee peace, or can it be transformed into a belligerent ideology?

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  DOMENICO LOSURDODOMENICO LOSURDO

A World with No War
The Idea of Peace, from Past Promises to Today’s Tragedies

2016 · pp. 384
German, French, Spanish, Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

1989’s promises of a world of well-being and peace did not come 
true. Even in the most developed countries, the economic crisis 
marked the return of mass poverty and exacerbated social in-
equality. On an international level, one “small war” was followed 
by another, causing each time tens of thousands of deaths for the 
country affected. When the danger of large-scale conflicts – and 
the potential crossing of the nuclear threshold – loomed, the need 
for an opposition force was felt more than ever: however, in the 
West the left force was absent. How to explain it? Through an 
original, unscrupulous analysis destined to arouse controversy, the 
author guides the reader analysing the world that emerged after 
1989, showing which mechanisms the “Society of the Spectacle” 
used to legitimize war and war politics, and how they worked to 
build the alternative.

2014 · pp. 304
Worldwide English, Portuguese (Brazil), Spanish, German rights sold

The Left Force, or the Great Absentee
Crisis, Society of the Spectacle and War

Domenico Losurdo (1941-2018) was a major Italian political philosopher and 
professor emeritus at the University of Urbino; he was awarded an honorary doc-
torate by the Fluminense Federal University in Niterói-Rio de Janeiro. His works 
are best-sellers worldwide and in Italy.

There was a time when eminent statesmen (such as Church-
ill and De Gasperi) and renowned intellectuals (such as Cross, 
Arendt, Bobbio, Thomas Mann, Kojève and Laski) expressed re-
spect, fondness and even admiration for Stalin and the country 
he led. With the outbreak of the Cold War and the release of 
the Khrushchev Report, Stalin became a “monster”, comparable 
perhaps only to Hitler. The stark contrast offered by different 
images of Stalin should impel historians not to absolutize one 
of those images, but rather re-appraise each and every one of 
them. And that is what Losurdo does in this historical, historio-
graphical and philosophical essay, as he examines the tragedies of 
the 20th century within a comparative perspective, contextual-
izing and deconstructing many accusations leveled against Stalin.

Stalin
History and Critique of a Dark Legend 
With an essay by Luciano Canfora

2015 · pp. 384
Worldwide English, German, French, Spanish, Slovenian, 
Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Marxism, particu-
larly in the West, entered an apparently irreparable crisis. 
To overcome this dire yet reversible situation, the author, 
without taking sides, develops an historical-philosophical 
appraisal of both the Soviet experience and Marxism as 
a whole. But the author also takes a further step: he at-
tempts to identify what Marxism is capable of building in 
the distant future.

2021 · pp. 208
Worldwide English, French, German, Spanish,  
Portuguese (Brazil) rights sold

The Issue of Communism
History and Future of an Idea  
Edited by Giorgio Grimaldi
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