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New in the series “The Greeks, the Romans and…”
Donatella Puliga, The Greeks, the Romans, and… the Sea
Marco Vespa, The Greeks, the Romans, and… Animals

New in the series “The Places of Archeology”
Riccardo Di Cesare, The Athens Acropolis
Roberto Meneghini & Riccardo Santangeli Valenzani, Rome’s Imperial Fora

History
Glauco Maria Cantarella, A Medieval Inventory: Pathways, Tales and People of the Middle Ages
Tommaso Duranti, Falling Ill and Getting Well in the Middle Ages: A Social History
Lorenzo Pubblici, A History of the Mongols: from the Steppes to an Empire (13th-15th Centuries)
Erminia Irace, Manuel Vaquero Piñeiro, Modern Italian Landscapes: From Petrarch to Napoleon
Guido Carpi, Lenin: The Absolute Revolutionary (1870-1924)

History of Music
Mirella Schino, Eleonora Duse: History and Images of a Theatre Revolution
Alberto Bentoglio, Maria Callas

Greek Language and Literature
Davide Susanetti, Elsewhere: Greek Tragedy’s Scenes, Words and Images 

Science
Fabrizio Benedetti & Luca Morici, Voyage to the Centre of the Brain: Exploring the Mind with Words, 
Images and Comics
Massimo Capaccioli, Strokes of Genius: New Tales of Humans and Stars
Marco Ciardi, Darwin Meets Flash Gordon: Science and Mass Culture in the 19th and 20th Centuries
Emanuele Rossanese, What Is a Particle?

Communication studies
Gianluca Giansante, Leadership: Theories, Techniques, Good Practices and False Myths
Tiziano Bonini & Marta Perrotta, What Is a Podcast?
Isabella Poggi, Talking with One’s Eyes: The Gaze as a Form of Communication

Game studies
Marco Accordi Rickards & Micaela Romanini, Women and Video Games: A Matter of Gender
Andrea Angiolino, Board Games: A Short Introduction



4 Carocci            editore 

This book comprises a detailed anthology of 
classical texts that allows readers to under-
stand the many ways the ancients viewed 
the sea. Indeed, the sea was considered a 
threat, a source of life, a place of death, and 
a powerful symbol of love. Such perspec-
tives invite us to reflect on literature but 
also on the wider realm of culture. Ample 
space is also devoted to lesser-known texts 
drawn from the Odyssey and the Aeneid.

Donatella Puliga formerly taught Classical 
Civilization and Latin Literature at the Uni-
versity of Siena.

Donatella Puliga

The Greeks, the Romans, and... 
the Sea

New in the series  
“The Greeks, the Romans and…”

pp. 220

In the same series:

• S. Beta 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… the Stars

• T. Braccini 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Laughter

• E. Pischedda 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Women

• M. Vespa 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… Animals
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Athenians offered their sacrifices to birds 
before they did so to the Olympian gods. In 
Greek mythology, the Myrmidons descend-
ed from ants. And in Rome, April 19th was 
a feast day which included setting foxes 
on fire. Every facet of social life in ancient 
Greek and Roman cultures, including myth 
narratives and dream interpretation, was 
teeming with animals. This anthology of 
texts allows readers to appreciate the im-
portance of relationships with animals and 
achieve a deeper understanding of Greek 
and Roman societies.

Marco Vespa is a research fellow in                                                                          
Classical Philology at the Hebrew Univer-
sity in Jerusalem, where he works at “Atlo-
my”, a European Research Council project 
focusing on ancient zoology traditions and 
Aristotle’s works on biology.

Marco Vespa

The Greeks, the Romans, and... 
Animals

New in the series  
“The Greeks, the Romans and…”

pp. 192

In the same series:

• S. Beta 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… the Stars

• T. Braccini 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Laughter

• E. Pischedda 
	 The Greeks, the Romans and… Women

• D. Puliga 
	 The Greeks, the Romans, and… the Sea



6 Carocci            editore 

Using archaeological evidence, the book 
traces the history of the Acropolis of Ath-
ens, built, inhabited, utilized and transformed 
throughout the centuries. The Acropolis was 
sacred to the goddess Athena, a source of 
legends and the focal point of the “wheel-
shaped city”. With Pericles it became a mon-
ument and provided a venue for the grandest 
expressions of Greek art. Its youthful yet clas-
sical reputation has underpinned great histor-
ical developments, allowing the Acropolis to 
take on new identities and consolidate its sta-
tus as an icon of ancient and modern Greece. 

Riccardo Di Cesare teaches Classical Ar-
chaeology at the University of Foggia.

Riccardo Di Cesare

The Athens Acropolis

New in the series  
“The Places of Archeology”

pp. 144

In the same series:
• G.  Zuchtriegel - Paestum (German rights sold)
• C. Pavolini - Ostia antica
• A. Campiani, D. Domenici - Palenque
• E. Zanini - Constantinople
• V. Caminneci, M.C. Parello, M.S. Rizzo - The Valley 
of the Temples
• R. Meneghini, R. Santangeli Valenzani - Rome’s 
Imperial Fora
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This book explores Rome’s Imperial Fora area 
in all its archaeological aspects, uncovered by 
a long chain of discoveries and studies dating 
back to the Renaissance. Special emphasis is 
placed on the domains of archaeology, topog-
raphy and architecture, from protohistory to 
the Middle Ages, including the symbolic value 
attributed to selected elements. The author 
also describes the current state of the fora, as 
well as proposals involving their urban reinte-
gration into the contemporary city. 

Roberto Meneghini is a former archaeology 
official at Rome’s Cultural Heritage Depart-
ment and coordinated or directed archaeo-
logical excavations in the Imperial Fora area 
from 1991 to 2021.

Riccardo Santangeli Valenzani teaches Medi-
eval Archaeology and Urban Archaeology at 
Roma Tre University in Rome.

Roberto Meneghini, Riccardo Santangeli Valenzani

Rome’s Imperial Fora

New in the series  
“The Places of Archeology”

pp. 132

In the same series:
• G.  Zuchtriegel - Paestum (German rights sold)
• C. Pavolini - Ostia antica
• A. Campiani, D. Domenici - Palenque
• E. Zanini - Constantinople
• V. Caminneci, M.C. Parello, M.S. Rizzo - The Valley 
of the Temples
• R. Di Cesare - The Athens Acropolis
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The Middle Ages are an era that continues 
to be poorly understood and to feature 
blurred boundaries, a little-known historical 
period that reflects our present in a distort-
ed way. To qualify something as “medieval” 
is to misleadingly underline its extraneous-
ness to contemporary society. To find our 
bearings in the Middle Ages, which are of-
ten invisible to the naked eye even though 
they provided the foundation for our entire 
history, we must dive into the past. This 
book provides a useful inventory of stories, 
characters and places, aimed at unravelling a 
dense web of false beliefs. The result is an 
unusual and surprising journey.

Glauco Maria Cantarella is emeritus pro-
fessor of Medieval History at the University 
of Bologna.

Glauco Maria Cantarella

A Medieval Inventory: 
Pathways, Tales and People  
of the Middle Ages

History

pp. 144

World Spanish rights sold
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The idea of a dark, backward and supersti-
tious medieval age still stubbornly persists 
when we think of health conditions. Em-
ploying a perspective that transcends tele-
ological views, this book reports up-to-date 
historiographical results, describing a society 
that took care of its ailing members and in 
doing so mobilized an array of technical and 
cultural strategies.

Tommaso Duranti teaches Medieval Histo-
ry at the University of Bologna.

Tommaso Duranti

Falling Ill and Getting Well in the 
Middle Ages: A Social History

History

pp. 236
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Based on a rigorous use of sources and re-
cent historiography, this book provides an 
overview of the extraordinary history of the 
largest territorially contiguous Empire ever. 
The author sheds light on the rise to power 
of Genghis Khan, his successors’ conquests, 
surprising military victories, political achieve-
ments and failures, as well as their political, 
economic, social, religious and cultural as-
pects. The Mongols’ eminently unique expe-
rience permanently changed the historical 
trajectory of two continents.

Lorenzo Pubblici teaches Premodern Cen-
tral Asian History and Cultures at the Ori-
entale University in Naples.

Lorenzo Pubblici

A History of the Mongols
From the Steppes to an Empire (13th-15th Centuries)

History

pp. 340
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Between the late 14th century and the Na-
poleonic era, much of Italy was made up of 
countryside: farmlands, woods, pastures, 
rivers, coasts, areas rattled by earthquakes 
or shaped by manufacturing activities. Gov-
ernments have managed environmental 
resources, whereas agricultural scenery, 
enriched with new cultivations, has been 
moulded by the civilization of villas. Artists, 
writers and travellers contributed to the 
image of this “beautiful landscape”, which 
became a distinctive feature of the nation’s 
cultural identity. 

Erminia Irace teaches Modern History at 
the University of Perugia.

Manuel Vaquero Piñeiro teaches Economic 
History at the University of Perugia.

Erminia Irace, Manuel Vaquero Piñeiro

Modern Italian Landscapes: 
From Petrarch to Napoleon

History

pp. 232
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To celebrate the centenary of Lenin’s death, 
this book provides a biographical profile 
covering the entire span of his activity: from 
his initial political experiences to the defi-
nition of a new type of militant and party; 
from the first Russian revolution in 1905 to 
the analyses of the nature of the state and 
the concept of imperialism inspired by the 
outbreak of the Great War; from the 1917 
revolution to the traumatic and contradicto-
ry attempt to build a socialist society.

Guido Carpi teaches Russian Literature at 
the Orientale University in Naples.

Guido Carpi

Lenin: The Absolute 
Revolutionary
(1870-1924)

History

pp. 160
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“Admired, idolized, unknown”: this is how 
Eleonora Duse was described at the height 
of her fame, when she was considered the 
only international rival of the world-re-
nowned Sarah Bernhardt. She was “un-
known” in so far as she was misunderstood 
rather than unnoticed. But how is it possible 
that such a celebrated artist could be mis-
understood? This book reconstructs “the 
Duse enigma” with more than one hundred 
images, a Duse album that not only reflects 
the actress’s stage presence, but also at-
tempts to unveil the secret of a revolution 
that involved both the forms of acting and 
the very meaning of theatre.

Mirella Schino teaches Performing Arts at 
Roma Tre University in Rome.

Mirella Schino

Eleonora Duse
History and Images of a Theatre Revolution

History of Music

pp. 332

Richly illustrated
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This book explores the work of Maria Callas 
as an actress, illustrates her artistic career 
and surveys the many directors with whom 
the famous soprano worked. Although the 
productions in which Callas participated un-
der the guidance of Luchino Visconti have 
been previously investigated, scant attention 
has been paid to other directors who, albeit 
to a lesser degree, contributed to the status 
of direction in operatic theatre.

Alberto Bentoglio teaches History of Thea-
tre and Spectacle at the University of Milan.

Alberto Bentoglio

Maria Callas

History of Music

pp. 128
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Many heroes and heroines populate the 
stage of Athenian theatre: Antigone, Me-
dea, Agamemnon, Orestes, Oedipus... and 
the list goes on. Here and now, during the 
show, these mythical characters live their 
stories, as if it were always the very first 
time. They act, they speak, they dream, as 
they prepare to meet their fate. Silently 
sitting in the cavea, the city watches and 
listens. But what kind of experience does 
tragedy evoke? What key features of the 
human condition, knowledge and politics 
does tragic action touch upon? Towards 
what visions and emotions are spectators 
and the characters themselves led by Dio-
nysus, the god of masks and madness? 

Davide Susanetti teaches Greek Literature 
at the University of Padova.

Davide Susanetti

Elsewhere: Greek Tragedy’s 
Scenes, Words and Images

Greek Language and Literature

pp. 172

World Spanish rights sold
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Despite advances in neuroscience, the hu-
man brain still seems to behave in ways that 
appear totally unexpected and even bizarre. 
How is it possible, in fact, that a person who 
has lost her sight can still locate objects? 
How do people perceive pain in parts of the 
body that they have lost, or experience pain 
without suffering? With pictures and com-
ic strips, this book engages in a fascinating 
exploration of the human mind and enables 
readers to understand its most complex 
functions, which allowed us to evolve into 
Homo sapiens. 

Fabrizio Benedetti teaches Neurophysiolo-
gy at the University of Turin.

Luca Morici is an illustrator, a comic book 
artist and a painter.

Fabrizio Benedetti, Luca Morici

Voyage to the Centre of the Brain
Exploring the Mind with Words, Images and Comics

Science

pp. 200

Richly illustrated graphic non-fiction
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The cosmos is an immense stage, openly dis-
playing its own history, its phenomena and 
its laws – a training ground for brilliant minds 
and a never-ending opportunity for wonder 
and emotion for those who behold it, even 
if only out of curiosity. This book touches 
upon a selection of advances in astronomy 
and cosmology pieced together ever since 
humanity first scanned the starry night skies. 
The author offers a set of brief, self-con-
tained stories sharing a common thread: the 
genius of those giants on whose shoulders 
our knowledge rests.

Massimo Capaccioli is a world-renowned 
astrophysicist.

Massimo Capaccioli

Strokes of Genius: New Tales  
of Humans and Stars

Science

pp. 256
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This book tells the amazing story of the 
mutual influence that science and literature 
have exerted on each other. With its fas-
cinating facets and innovative features, this 
relationship has helped shape contemporary 
scientific and science fiction imagery. Indeed, 
during the 19th century, the spread of many 
scientific theories and conjectures – that to-
day are considered pseudoscientific – gave 
rise to new literary genres such as science 
fiction and detective stories which, in turn, 
together with comic strips and cinema, influ-
enced the advancement of science.

Marco Ciardi teaches History of Science at 
the University of Florence.

Marco Ciardi

Darwin Meets Flash Gordon
Science and Mass Culture in the 19th and 20th Century

Science

pp. 160
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The book provides an analysis of the con-
cept of “particle” via a historical and concep-
tual account that begins with the atomism of 
Leucippus and Democritus and ends with 
the notion of particle (and its problems) ly-
ing at the heart of the Standard Model of 
contemporary physics theories.

Emanuele Rossanese studies the philoso-
phy of physics, with a special emphasis on 
conceptual issues emerging from the for-
malism of quantum physics and quantum 
field theory.

Emanuele Rossanese

What is a Particle?

Science

pp. 128
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How do you become a leader? How do you 
help a group of people pursue a shared goal? 
The author answers these questions by de-
bunking common misconceptions about the 
topic. This book draws on the latest scien-
tific research and the experiences of major 
leaders. Combining the rigor of its source 
materials with an enjoyable narrative style, 
the text is a useful tool for readers interest-
ed in political, institutional, social and corpo-
rate leadership.

Gianluca Giansante is a partner in a com-
munication and institutional relations agency 
and teaches at the Political Science Depart-
ment of the Guido Carli Free International 
University of Social Studies (LUISS) in Rome.

Gianluca Giansante

Leadership: Theories, 
Techniques, Good Practices  
and False Myths

Communication studies

pp. 168
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This book aims to dispel clichés about a me-
dium everyone talks about – i.e., the pod-
cast – and achieve a deeper understanding 
of its characteristics, its language and the in-
dustry that is growing around this new form 
of audio content distribution. Listeners 
and podcast producers will attain a great-
er awareness of the medium’s potential and 
limitations, while scholars of digital media, 
radio and podcasting will be able to draw on 
it for their own research.

Tiziano Bonini teaches Sociology of Cul-
ture and Communication at the University 
of Siena.

Marta Perrotta teaches Cinema, Photogra-
phy and Television at Roma Tre University 
in Rome.

Tiziano Bonini, Marta Perrotta

What is a Podcast?

Communication studies

pp. 128
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What does it mean if someone glares at 
you or rolls her eyes? How many messag-
es do we convey with our eyebrows and 
eyelids? What effect does a magnetic gaze 
have, and how do a schoolteacher or an or-
chestral conductor communicate with their 
eyes? The eyes are the window of the soul, 
but they also reveal facets of the mind, so-
cial relationships, and the world surround-
ing us. This book helps readers learn about 
the rich, sophisticated language of the gaze 
and discover its lexicon, its alphabet and the 
rules governing when, how and why we look 
at each other.

Isabella Poggi teaches at Roma Tre Universi-
ty in Rome and carries out research on emo-
tions and deception, the meaning of words, 
gestures and gazes, and their complex inte-
gration into politics, music and everyday life.

Isabella Poggi

Talking with One’s Eyes
The Gaze as a Form of Communication

Communication studies

pp. 208

World English rights sold
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The authors address the gender issue from 
an original perspective that considers the 
video game as a medium having a strong 
social impact, as well as artistic and cultural 
value. The book illustrates how the charac-
teristics attributed to female characters in 
video games have changed over time and 
explores the battles and the problems faced 
by female professionals in the sector. The 
text places special emphasis on achieved 
goals, future prospects and currently adopt-
ed inclusion policies. 

Marco Accordi Rickards teaches Theory 
and Critique of Interactive Works at Tor 
Vergata University in Rome and heads the 
VIGAMUS-Video Game Museum in the 
same city.

Micaela Romanini helped found the non-
profit organization Women in Games Italia 
and formerly taught Diversity Enhancement 
and Inclusion Policies at Link University’s 
Games Industry in Rome.

Marco Accordi Rickards, Micaela Romanini

Women and Video Games
A Matter of Gender

Game studies

pp. 112
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Board games are experiencing an ongo-
ing and increasingly extensive popularity. 
Well-embedded in the habits of both chil-
dren and adults, board games feature a wide 
range of new titles that come out every year 
and the continuing success of traditional clas-
sics. This book traces the history of board 
games from antiquity to the most recent fads 
and highlights curiosities and anecdotes. The 
author explores the many types of board 
games available today, including wargames, 
game books, role-playing games and designer 
games. He explains how such pastimes are 
developed and where to acquaint oneself 
with new ones via specific media and gaming 
events. It also sheds light on the world of se-
rious games, used in education and business. 
The first goal of all board games, however, is 
to entertain, fascinate, and engage their play-
ers – an age-old strength underlining their 
major cultural status.

Andrea Angiolino is a journalist and has in-
vented and translated a variety of games. His 
books and board games have been translated 
into 15 languages. He teaches Game Culture 
at the New Academy of Fine Arts in Rome.

Andrea Angiolino

Board Games:  
A Short Introduction

Game studies

pp. 112
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